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Swales

▪ Remove sediments
▪ Promote infiltration
▪ Delay runoff peak flow

Source: Melbourne Water

Source: www.ldsearthstewardship.org
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Swale

Unless the swale is discharging to an existing stormwater surface pit, an inground

raingarden or infiltration raingarden, it will need to be fitted with an overflow pipe 

connected back into the stormwater system. 

MINIMUM WIDTH – 1000 
mm

150 mm Topsoil (replaced)

150 mm



Material list – 2 m2 swale

Approx. cost $200 - $300 (plus the cost of a plumber)

Source: Melbourne Water
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Maintenance

▪ Once established doesn’t need to be watered or 

fertilised

▪ Some weeding needed until plants have 

matured

▪ Evenly distribute water flow into the swale to 

limit erosion from heavy rainfall

- strategically placed rocks may help with

- flow spreader can be attached to the end of 

the downpipe


